
Senator Gibson SAC meeting minutes 
Tuesday October 23rd, 2018 6:00 pm 

Learning Commons 
 

Attendance: Erin Accadia, Rob Accadia, Marietta Hopkins, Cheryl Behroozi, Stacey Tallman, 
Dyana Spencer, Jenn Robillard, Janelle Wood, Colleen Bogucki, Leandra Pettigrew, Elizabeth 
Timleck, Tricia Troup, Sheri Dick, Pam Spero, Kelly Phillips, Alex Krugel, Heidi Talukdar, Sara 
Acheson 
 
1. Introductions: Marietta welcomed everyone.  
May minutes and September minutes were approved by council. 
 
2. Council Updates:  
Fresh From the Farm: Forms were handed in and total amount sold was $3243.00 leaving a 
profit of $1317.00 for the school. 
Parent Involvement Conference: A reminder to all of the Conference coming up on Wednesday 
November 7th from 4:00 pm - 8:15 pm at Eden High School in St. Catharines. Marietta and Erin 
will be attending and have encouraged those that can make it to sign up at www.dsbn.org/pic. 
 
3. Elections: A reminder of our SAC executive this year by accalamation:  
Co-Chairs - Marietta Hopkins & Erin Accadia 
Treasurer - Stacey Tallman 
Recording Secretary - Janelle Wood 
 
4. Financial Report: A printed copy of the most recent report was provided for all members 
present. Our total balance as of today is $4318.50. Broken down into the different accounts the 
amounts are: 
Pizza - $960.03; Pita - $493.30; Fresh from the Farm - $1317.00; Opening balance - $1548.47. 
 
5. Business: 

- Halloween Dance is happening October 31st at 1:30 pm. Volunteers needed to help set 
up and sell snacks. Marietta is picking up the snacks. 

- Mistletoe Market is happening Thursday December 13th all day. And email has been 
sent to the staff to remind about donations. Erin and Cheryl counted 518 items left over 
from previous years in the upstairs SAC room. There will be a separate committee 
formed to plan this event and there will need to be specific shoppers this year. All 
receipts with go through Stacey first and must be specific to Mistletoe Market only. 

- The November Vendor Fair has been cancelled but we will continue to plan one for the 
Spring. 

- Movie Night October 26th at 6:00 pm. Volunteers need to arrive between 5:00 and 5:30. 
Paranorman will be playing and there will be pizza, popcorn and drinks available for 
purchase. Also the VIP seating will be raffled off again at $2 per ticket or 3 for $5. 

http://www.dsbn.org/pic


- Poinsettia fundraiser: Marietta has contacted Colonial Florists once again this year. She 
is just waiting to hear back about what they will have available. 

- Fundraising Goals: Some teachers submitted their wish lists. The Early Learning division 
is needing some outdoor playspace items such as and outdoor kitchen, sensory bins, 
and an outdoor music wall. Mrs. Bogucki will come back next meeting with some pricing 
for some of the items on their wish list. The Primary Division is needing some more ipad 
minis that are updated versions. The cost varies between $399 - $499 each. The 
LRT/Special Ed division has requested some fidgets & chewelery. Council agreed that 
we would be happy to set aside some funds that they can put towards those items. 

- Spirit Wear: Mrs. DSP and Mrs. Grosvenor are taking care of the Spirit Wear for the staff 
and hopefully students this year. They are using Front Row Sports in Grimsby. We 
agreed that this might be the best place to also get our SAC sweatshirts/t-shirts from as 
they will have the logo already. Mrs. Spero is going to ask Mrs. DSP if she will look into 
this for us. 

- Graduation: Heidi was requesting a discussion be started about possibly changing the 
location of the Grad ceremony to somewhere that is air conditioned. Mrs. Spero 
encouraged the conversation and suggested that the Grad committee could further 
discuss this. 

- Grade 7&8 trip - A note should be coming home soon and fundraising will be taking 
place for this trip. 

- Communication: We discussed the need for improved communication about upcoming 
events, fundraisers and general school information. Mrs. Phillips reminded council about 
the website and that all the important information can be found there….including the 
monthly calendar and newsletter. The Facebook page is also very helpful - Heidi has 
been doing a great job updating that. The Remind App is also available. This will send 
reminders about events to text, email or the App.  Miss Spero also shared that the 
school is also using School Messenger to communicate- a voicemail service by which 
the school can make a phone call to homes in the evening to share information as well. 

 
6. Principal/Vice Principal Report: 

- The school has purchased a new amplifier and wireless microphone at the cost of 
$1800, to replace the ones that went missing over the summer.  

- A work order has been submitted to take care of painting fresh lines on the tarmac. The 
cost was around $400 and will cover the basketball courts, hopscotch games and 4 
square.  

- The Box Lunch is now available to order. Information can be found on Senator Gibson 
website links and the school newsletter.  We are also trying the Lunch Lady program 
until December. 

- Mrs. Spero had a discussion with Mr. DSP about fans in the gym. We do have fans in 
the gymnasium.  All schools have gymnasium fans and ventilation.  They are supply and 
return fans. They are on timers and work during the school day and when permit holders 
are using the space. If we are still wanting to look into large fans to purchase for the gym 
we can keep it on the list of a possibly fundraising goal. 



- Mrs. Phillips looked into the request to have air-conditioning in the school. In order to 
retrofit the school we would be looking at over $200,000.00. Forced air is the cheapest 
but it would tie into operational costs. There are many policies and procedures in place 
through the school board. One is that any unit brought in must be an Energy Star 
appliance that must be set up in a location that wouldn’t cause any potential risk to 
students. Marietta brought up the idea of just purchasing 6 units for the upstairs 
classrooms that are extremely hot in the warm months. Rob is going to look into the cost 
of the DSBN suggested units and as a council we will discuss the possibility of putting 
together a proposal for purchasing these. 

- Mrs. Spero provided the SAC with several different dress code samples to look over. 
She suggested everyone take them home and highlight the items that would seem 
important. After that, a small committee can be formed to create a dress code for 
Senator Gibson. Input will be sought from students and the parent community.  In the 
meantime if something is deemed inappropriate it should be brought to the attention of 
the principal and/or Vice-Principal.  

 
7. Next Meeting: Tuesday November 27th @ 6:00 pm. 
 
8. Coming Soon: 
October 31st: Halloween Parade & Intermediate Dance @1:30 pm 
November 1st: Pita Pit/ Student of the Month Assemblies 
November 2nd: Picture Retake day 
November 8th: Progress Reports home 
November 9th: Pizza Day 
November 12th: Grade 7 immunizations 
November 15th: Pita Pit 
November 16th: PA Day 
November 23rd: PINK SHIRT DAY/ Pizza Day 
November 28th: Grade 8 Open House @ BDSS 
November 29th: Pita Pit 


