
SENATOR GIBSON SAC MEETING MINUTES 
February 23rd, 2021 6:00 pm MS Teams 

 
Attendance: Liz Timleck, Cheryl Behroozi, Tricia Troup, Colleen Bogucki, Marietta Hopkins, Heidi 
Talukdar, Pam Spero, Amy Woodland, Stacey Tallman, Erin Accadia, Rob Accadia, Janelle Wood 
 
Approval of January minutes: 1st by Cheryl, 2nd by Heidi, minutes approved 
 
1. Business: 
2020/2021 Executive: Chair: Stacey Tallman, Vice-Chair/Treasurer: Marietta Hopkins, Recording 
Secretary: Janelle Wood, Executive Members: Erin Accadia, Rob Accadia, Heidi Talukdar, Liz Timleck, 
Cheryl Behroozi, Tracy Godin 
 
2. WNSS presentation: Guest Mat Miller from GSS joined our meeting to share the plans for the new 
high school, West Niagara Secondary School, that will be welcoming approximately 1500 students in 
September 2022. Student surveys led to the creation of the mascots, the Wolf Pack, three wolves 
representing the three towns coming together (Smithville, Grimsby and Lincoln). The building will be state 
of the art with bright modern classrooms, a synthetic turf field, 8 land track, two double gyms, fitness 
centre, greenhouse and specialized tech shops. Some of the programs offered will be the Specialized 
School to Community (SSTC) program, Specialized School to Work (SSTW), French Immersion, and the 
Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) program as well as a variety of additional courses. Many sports will 
be offered including football, basketball, volleyball, soccer, track and field, badminton, field hockey, rugby 
and ultimate. Off site sports offered will be swimming (YMCA), baseball, three-pitch, tennis, golf, curling, 
cross-country and ice hockey. There will also be a student run cafeteria and coffee shop. The school will 
also offer a wide variety of extracurriculars. Most students will bussed to the school with an average bus 
ride of 11 minutes for Lincoln students. Construction will begin this Spring. There is also a large 
committee called “Friends of the Arts in West Niagara” that are launching a fundraising campaign to raise 
$2.6 million to contribute to the addition of a 750 seat theatre at the school. This will open the opportunity 
for extracurricular activities and programming right at the school. It would keep people local for events like 
dance and music recitals as well as offer rentals for very reasonable prices. For more information, 
questions or to share ideas please follow @WestNiagara 2022 on Twitter, @westniagarasecondaryschool 
on Instagram or look online at westniagara.dsbn.org.  
 
3. Financial Report: Marietta shared that the only change in the finances since last month was a $3.50 
increase from Fundscrip. Our balance January 18th was $8627.64 and our current balance is $8631.14. 
Council is reminded of the $2000 we are setting aside for the woodchips. At this point it is hopeful that we 
won’t need to use this money this year due to lack of use in the play structure area and swings. Come 
September 2021 we may be able to just rake the current woodchips back into place. They were last 
topped up in August 2019. 
 
4. Council Updates:  
WNSS letter: Council has been asked to provide a letter of support to the town about the desire to have a 
theatre added to the West Niagara Secondary School. Stacey will take care of getting this letter written 
and sent out. 
Memorial: As a council and school we would like to remember a young JK student, Adam,  who passed 
away tragically this year. In speaking with the kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Stayzer remarked that Adam 
loved planting outdoors. It was suggested that perhaps we could invest in two planters to be placed 
outside in front of the two kindergarten classrooms at the front of the school in memory of Adam. Ms. 



Spero will look into the cost of these planters as council thought this would be a wonderful way to honour 
his life and his love for planting and watching things grow. Mrs. Bogucki spoke to the fact that outdoor 
learning and planting is a big part of their program and that this would be very special for the students. 
Another suggestion was to either add a plaque in his memory to the Buddy Bench or to purchase another 
bench specifically for the kindergarten area. These ideas will be discussed further. A local church, 
Lakemout, has also offered some financial support to Senator Gibson to help find a way to memorialize 
Adam’s life.  
 
5. Principal/Vice Principal Report:  
Staffing/Reorganization: The next opportunity for students to switch from online learning to in-person, or 
from in-person to online, will take place in April. When students were welcomed back into class in 
February SG was able to have a number of students come back to in-person learning due to space in the 
classrooms. There are currently about 65 students doing virtual learning. In the Spring however, if a lot of 
parents request to have their students return to in-person learning, there may need to be a reorganization 
that happens in the school and a couple classes may need to be added. Nothing will be known until the 
end of March when parents have the opportunity to request a change. 
Public Health: An email was sent recently informing parents and guardians that Public Health has added 
new screening measures for Covid-19. Please refer to the email for more information. Administrators 
need to follow the protocols set forth by Public Health and if they aren’t sure they always call Public 
Health for answers. Mrs. Woodland and Ms. Spero appreciate that families have been supportive and 
understanding when students have had to be sent home. If there are any questions or concerns families 
are encouraged to visit www.niagararegion.ca or to call the Public Health Covid info line at (905)688-8248 
ext 7321 and speak to Lisa Gallant. 
Guest Speaker Funds: A reminder that $500 is still at council’s disposal to use for a special guest 
speaker. Anyone with ideas can reach out to Stacey. For some ideas please look at this website: 
https://www.dsbn.org/uploadedFiles/Micro-Sites/Parent_Involvement_Committee/500%20School%20Cou
ncil%20Parent%20Involvement%20funds.pdf 
School Photos: Continue to be on hold as photographers are non-essential visitors. 
Grad Photos: As soon as lockdown is lifted, Sarah Phillips at Edge Imaging will be moving forward in 
booking studio spaces for grad photos. Once location and dates have been set she will reach out to the 
school administration to let parents know. At this point there are still weekend studio appointments 
available in Burlington. Parents can book these at: https://edge-imaging.wishpond.com/popup/ and select 
Book Now: Burlington. 
 
6. Next Meeting Date: A CHANGE has been made to our next meeting date due to the March Break 
being moved to April. We will have our next meeting on TUESDAY MARCH 23rd at 6:00 pm via MS 
Teams.  
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting: 1st by Stacey, 2nd by Marietta. Meeting adjourned. 
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