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From the Office...
Dear Parents,

It’s hard to believe that more than half of this school year has passed. February 11th is day 100!

Excitement is building as the Winter Olympics approaches. This is a great time to talk with students about the real life, positive character traits displayed by the athletes.  Think of the countless hours of dedicated practices, the required perseverance and unwillingness to quit, the tireless coaching and learning, the exhilaration of winning and the devastation of defeat that each athlete has had to endure in order to seize this opportunity. These are lessons that help to prepare us for life. We wish all our Canadian athletes much success. Go! Canada! Go!

Be sure to read our section about “Critical Thinking”. As our world continues to change at such a rapid pace, it becomes increasingly important that our students are able to adapt themselves for the challenges they will face in the future. Be sure to try the critical thinking challenge here in the newsletter. It resembles some of the challenges given to our students.
Family Day at District School Board of Niagara

Remember that the 15th of February is the statutory holiday known as Family Day.  This day was created for the purpose of emphasizing and celebrating the importance of families taking time to be together.  Please be advised that schools will be closed that day. 

We wish you and your family an enjoyable day on February 15th.
Early Release Day

Friday, February 12th 
Family Day

Monday, February 15th
Gator Grams

Wouldn't it be fun to send a gator gram to a friend or family member for Valentine's Day?  Well, you can this year at Senator Gibson.  What is a Gator Gram?  It is a candy item sent to a friend to share happiness around Valentine’s Day.  Our PTO members will be selling Gator Grams for 25 cents each or an entire class set for $5.00 (JK/SK for $4.00).  Please look for the order form sent earlier this week.  Orders will be accepted until Friday, February 5th. 
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Parents and children are invited to our KINDERGARTEN
OPEN HOUSE on Thursday, February 4, 2010 from 4:00 -

6:00 p.m.

Families can tour our school, meet the kindergarten
teacher, receive a gift bag filled with fun learning resources
and information that will help children develop school
readiness skills, and register for the coming school year.
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Do you know a child who is turning 4 or 5in 20107 Help
them get ready for their big first day of school with the
DSBN’s Kindergarten Countdown Open House!

Go to www.dsbn.org and click on
“Kindergarten Countdown” for details!

-




Welcome to the DSBN Kindergarten Countdown!

The first day of Kindergarten is a big step for both you and your child. DSBN's Kindergarten Countdown will help both of you prepare for school, from information on registering and attending an Open House to tips to prepare for the first day of school, we are with you every step of the way. You and your child are about to embark on a wonderful journey of learning with the District School Board of Niagara.
You and your child are invited to attend a Kindergarten Countdown Open House on Thursday, February 4, 2010 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Tour the school, visit the Kindergarten classroom, meet staff, and register if you wish or take a registration package home. Your child will receive a special gift. No advance registration is necessary, and families are welcome.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EQAO Mid-year School-based Assessment

Our school will be participating in a Mid-year EQAO school-based assessment during February. This is meant to help  give our students more exposure to EQAO style of questions, practice in writing EQAO style answers and to relieve any anxieties students may have about the real test coming in the spring. We will be closely simulating what will happen during the real test in order to provide a similar environment. We will use the results to help us determine next steps for the spring. This testing will occur during the first two weeks of February. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Monthly Character Trait

“Caring” and “Kindness”

What is caring and kindness?

● Showing understanding of others by treating them with compassion, generosity, and a forgiving spirit
●Being gentle, willing to help, friendly, and considerate
● Showing concern or sympathy for others
● Being sensitive to the needs of others
● Offering support
● Giving your time, talents, and resources to help others
● Talking positively about others
● Considering the needs of others, not just your own
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What does kindness/caring look like and sound like?

● Smiling at those you know and those you don’t know
● Saying “Good Morning”
● Reminding someone who is feeling down about how special he or she is
● Saving to buy something nice for someone
● Donating to a charity
● Volunteering time to help others in need
● Cooking a meal for someone
● Giving friends and family members encouragement and sharing kind words
● Asking, “How can I help?” or “How are you?”
● Doing something nice for somebody––a random act of kindness
● Cleaning up a space that is shared with others
● Helping to keep the environment clean
● Taking care of someone who is sick, or wishing them a quick recovery with a visit or a card


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Me to We 

Frozen Yogurt Sales
The events of the recent earthquake in Haiti has definitely struck a string in our hearts and minds. Senator Gibson students have been showing their kindness and care by bringing awareness to one another, appreciating what we have and supporting others around us who are in need by kind donations. The Me to We group has been selling frozen yogurt every Wednesday and Friday all of January. Thanks to all the support we have been getting, we have raised close to $1200. This amount will be donated to the Red Cross for Haiti Earthquake victims. 

We will continue to sell TCBY yogurt all year round. All proceeds will be directed to Free The Children- Build a school and Alternative Income for third world countries, as well as our local Community Living agency. Way to Go Gators! Together We Are Making a Difference!
School Advisory Council


Book Fair!!!

Scholastic Book Fair will be returning to  Senator Gibson Public School.  The fair will be open for students to view the books and other items on Tuesday, February 24th.  Purchasing may begin on Wednesday, February 25th until Friday, February 27th.    

This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to purchase some fantastic books that will enhance the joy of reading at home as well as at school.  A percentage of sales from the fair will result in a credit toward putting books in our own 
school library.  It is a win - win situation for everyone. 

We are again looking for volunteers to help, please call the school and speak to Mr. Stephenson if you are available to give some of your time.
Talking to Children About the Crisis in Haiti

Today, during catastrophic humanitarian disasters like the recent earthquake in Haiti, children are exposed to news, discussion and visual images of the events. You can help the children in your life cope with their feelings, feel safe and even respond with positive actions:

Start a Conversation

Invite conversation by asking, “Have you heard anything about a country called Haiti?” or "How do you feel about what is happening in Haiti?". If the child clearly isn’t interested in talking about it, then don’t push. Let the child’s concerns guide the discussion. It’s best to acknowledge their feelings, saying things like, "I know this is scary.” Reassure the child that they are safe and discuss how the victims of the disaster are getting help. If possible, try to limit the child’s exposure to the news media, and balance it with positive stories, such as the acts of bravery, generosity and kindness of ordinary people caught in the disaster, and the actions of organizations like UNICEF in bringing relief to those affected.
Help them take Constructive Action 
One way to help children deal constructively with their feelings is to give them an opportunity to contribute to relief and recovery. Discuss what they or your family can do to help: helping raise funds at school or with a club or team, making a donation, and telling friends and family how to help.
Respond to Changes in Their Behaviour

Some children have more trouble than others coming to terms with death and suffering. In these situations, it might be best to ask for help – social workers and psychologists are available for consultation at schools.

For more information on how you can help the children in your life respond to the crisis in Haiti, including starting a conversation with them, please visit unicef.ca/talk.
Critical Thinking:

What is critical thinking?

Critical thinking is helping our students to approach problems or issues in an open-minded manner, to look carefully at the various options, and to reach reasonable conclusions based on careful assessment of relevant factors.

Why is it important?

Critical thinking is an important part of any educational program for two reasons: it is an essential “life skill”, without which our graduates will be inadequately prepared for adulthood and it provides an effective and motivating way for students to learn subject matter.

How can parents help? 

Below are a few ideas to help children develop as critical thinkers. It is crucial, however, to nurture critical reflection in very supportive ways – this means “challenging” children to think should be gentle, positive and, wherever possible, enjoyable.

1. When helping with homework, encourage your child to suggest his/her own ideas and to explain why, and when correcting errors, rather than simply telling the right answer guide your child by asking open-ended questions (e.g., Have you thought about the effects of…? What else might happen if you did this? That sounds interesting, can you tell me why you thought this?).

2. Praise imaginative or thoughtfully supported ideas, even if the comments are not entirely correct.

3. Look for casual opportunities, especially while reading books, to raise questions that require assessing various alternatives (e.g., Do you think it would have been better for the character to do_____ or_____?).

4. Encourage your child to explore positions from different points of view, especially from perspectives that he/she does not personally hold (e.g., How might your brother feel about____? I know you don’t like having to do it, but why might your teacher think that homework is important?).

5. Help your child identify the relevant factors or criteria to consider when making a particular decision (e.g., when selecting a bicycle children might consider the cost, how often they will use it, whether it suits their needs).

6. Invite and (when appropriate) accept your child’s ideas and suggestions in planning events, establishing family rules and solving personal problems.

Critical Thinking Activity
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Study the Above Picture
With your child/ren, answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper giving your clues and conclusions.

1.  What is the person doing?

2.  Where is this? What is the background about?

3.  Who is the person?

4.  Why is the person doing this?
Submit your answers to the school office by Friday, February 5th for a chance to win a prize.
Basketball Season

The 2009-2010 intermediate girls’ and boys’ basketball season began in January.  Our teams are working hard and representing the school well in all games.  Play-offs are still to come.

Our boy’s team, coached by Mrs. Rush, finished the regular season with 2 wins and 2 losses. The members of our boy’s team are:  Joe PW, Marcus H, Quentin M, Cory M, Spencer H, Josh F, Jesse K, Brandon M, Eric T, Andrew P and Brad A.

The girl’s team, coached by Mr. Trussell, finished the regular season with 4 wins and no losses! The members of our girl’s team are:  Kayla B, Rachel E, Katie S, Christine J, Sarah M, Brittney B, Emily S, Christinna B, Nikki C, Tysina M.
Why Read?

There are numerous reasons why someone reads, and for each purpose there are different actions to take:

	Purpose of Reading
	Action while Reading

	Pleasure
	Absorb Detail at a leisurely rate

	Locating  Specific Information
	Skim or scan

	Determining Main Idea
	Search topic/concluding sentences; Highlight Key Points; Make connections and inferences; Summarize the Passage

	Understanding and Acquiring Knowledge
	Read Carefully; Predict and Question; Make connections and inferences; Reread if necessary

	Determining Characters’ Motivation and/or Traits
	Read carefully for clues; Use sticky notes to hold thinking; Reread; Make inferences

	Building Vocabulary
	Read carefully; Look for context clues; Find meaning of key words

	Developing Fluency
	Repeated readings; divide the reading into chunks; Read with drama and emotion


Math Talk

What Tips Can I Use to Help My Child?

Be positive about mathematics.

→Be positive, and talk about the ways you use math every day. Sharing negative experiences (by saying, for example, “I was never good at math”) will not encourage your child to engage in math and be confident about taking risks as he or she solves problems. Instead, try statements like this: “Okay, we can solve this if we work it out together. What are you thinking?”

→Let your child know that you think mathematics is important.

→Point out the ways in which different family members use mathematics in their jobs and at home.

→Let your child know that everyone can learn mathematics.

→Praise your child when he or she makes an effort and understands something for the first time, and share in the excitement when you and your child solve a problem together.

→Encourage your child to be persistent when a problem seems difficult.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Communication Matters 

Smart Talk from Your Board Speech-Language Pathologists
Understanding Reading Comprehension and Listening Comprehension!

Listening comprehension is the ability to follow and understand spoken language. When someone tells you a story about the movie they saw yesterday, you are using your listening comprehension to follow and understand. You pay attention to the listener’s message, sort important from irrelevant information and you relate what you hear to what you already know about the information (for example-watching a movie).

Children use listening comprehension when, for example, talking to their friends, following teacher instructions, watching a t.v. program or listening to a story book being read aloud. One of the best ways to develop listening comprehension skills is to practice!  Repeat what is said to you, for example; “if I understand you correctly- you said...”.  Practice looking at the speaker and show with your body language that you are understanding (nodding your head). 

Reading comprehension is an extension of listening comprehension, i.e. paying attention to a  message, sorting information, and relating what you read to what you already know. Reading comprehension also requires understanding different kinds of books and reading material, for example; newspaper articles, novels, and even blogs!  One of the best ways to develop reading comprehension is to read and talk about what you have read.  Discuss story plots and characters, predict what a newspaper article is about from the title and practice retelling what you read using the most important information. Ask questions and talk about what you thought or felt about the story. 

Listen-Read-Talk your way to better understanding!


adapted from: readingisgood.com
Mrs. A. Grieve, Principal


Mr. Phil Stephenson, Vice-Principal























NEXT SAC MEETING:


Tuesday, February 9th 











Chocolate Bar Fundraiser Update


Some funds were used recently to purchase literacy materials, help some students attend field trips, and provide busing.














