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From the Office…
Dear Parents,
Welcome Spring! Finally! Winter has certainly attempted to delay the coming of Spring, however, the days are growing longer and the warmer temperatures are gradually beginning to take over. 
Celebrating Community Partnerships is this year’s theme during the DSBN’s education week of April 11th – 15th.  This gives us another opportunity to sincerely thank our many volunteers, who give of their time to help us here at Senator Gibson in numerous ways. As always, our doors are open, and we welcome all parents and guardians to come see the fabulous activities going on in our classes.  Please speak to your child’s teacher if you are interested in visiting.
Internet Safety Presentation
[image: image7.wmf]Please mark Tuesday, May 3 @ 6:30pm on your calendar and plan to attend our Internet Safety Presentation. This is open to all parents.  The Niagara Regional Police will be sharing information about what some of the most common issues are, what can and cannot happen legally, and how we can keep our kids safer.
Upcoming Holidays
Good Friday: April 22nd 

Easter Monday: April 25th 
No classes as schools are closed

DSBN Road Race

[image: image8.wmf]
Kindergarten Registration

If you have younger children who are eligible to attend Junior or Senior Kindergarten in September 2010 and have not yet registered, please do so as soon as possible.  Registration forms are available at the office.

School Advisory Council

Senator Gibson School’s next School Advisory Council (SAC) meeting is on Tuesday, May, 24th.  Everyone is welcome to join us then!
April Showers
April Showers bring May flowers.  They can also bring some confusion regarding school routines. We all expect some rain during the spring.  Please dress your children appropriately for the weather!  We will attempt to allow students outside during as many recesses as possible.  If there is heavier rain, the following procedures will be followed:

At 8:35 a.m. – students will be allowed in the hallway using their normal entry door.  

Recesses/Lunches – students remain in their classrooms and are involved in suitable, quiet activities. We encourage students to bring in their own activities from home on rainy days!  Please put their name on them!

Grade Eight Graduation

June is quickly approaching and we are starting to do some pre-planning with the Graduation Committee.  Graduation will be held on Monday, June 27th.  It has been customary that our Grade 7 parents provide refreshments for the graduation reception, and organize the post-graduation party.  We need to have parents from Grade 7 who are willing to co-ordinate and/or supervise the evening.  If interested please contact the office.
Recognition Award Winners

Congratulations go out to March’s Courage and Academic winners, who were recognized at our awards assembly on March 31st.  
 Academic: 

ELP1 – Alexander B., Kayla Q.
ELP2 – Ryan O., Hunter V.

ELP3 – Megan H., Megan N.

ELP4 – Ryane G., Rae G.

Gr. 1K – Kelsie C., 
Gr. 1S – Marin G.

Gr. 1/2 – Alexis W.

Gr. 2 – Gabriel H.

Gr. 2/3 – Karyssa L.
Gr. 3W – Carter D.

Gr. 3C – Emily D.

Gr. 3/4 - Zoe K.

Gr. 4R – Eric L.

Gr. 4K – Sammi V.

Gr. 5 – Andrew S.

Gr. 5/6 – Brandon G.

Gr. 6 – Marlee L.

Gr. 7D – Danielle A.

Gr. 7P – Courtney L.
Gr. 8R – Hailey H.

Gr. 8L – Jasmine S.

Mrs. Finlay – Michael W.

Character Trait – Courage:
ELP1 – Alexzander C., Luke W.
ELP2 – Conner S., Keira D.
ELP3 – Katelyn F., Mason M.

ELP4 – Tanner M., Wyatt W.

Gr. 1K – Jasmine C. 

Gr. 1S - Ivan D.
Gr. 1/2 - Daniel W.
Gr. 2 – Dalton H.

Gr. 2/3 – Kyle D.

Gr. 3W – Samantha P.

Gr. 3C – Holli T.

Gr. 3/4 - Alexa B.

Gr. 4R – Robert D.

Gr. 4K –Logan W.

Gr. 5 – Riley S.

Gr. 5/6 – Dallas A.
Gr. 6 – Keanan H.

Gr. 7D – Ben G.

Gr. 7P – Miranda C.

Gr. 8R – Brittany P.

Gr. 8L – Andrew P.

Mrs. Pitre – Katie B., Kali S.

Mrs. Finlay – Dan D.

April’s Character Trait is cooperation.

Easter Basket Raffle
The Grade 7’s & 8’s are continuing to raise money for their year-end trips. They will be raffling off three prizes. First place prize is an Easter basket full of many goodies. Second place prize is a family movie pass which includes 4 movie passes, 4 drinks and 2 regular bags of popcorn. The third place prize is a 5lb. chocolate bar. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. They can be purchased at the school during lunch recesses and at “Movie Night” here on Friday, April 8th. The draw will take place on April 20th.
April is Oral Health Month

Although preventable, cavities are the most common chronic disease of children aged 6 to 19 years.  Cavities lead to difficulties sleeping, decreased school attendance, pain, discomfort, and infection.  Fluoride is not added into our water supply.  Therefore, it is recommended that all residents brush their teeth twice daily with fluoridated toothpaste to prevent cavities.
Children three to six years of age should be assisted with brushing their teeth by an adult using a pea-sized portion of fluoridated toothpaste until they can tie their own shoe laces.  
Regular flossing is the single most important thing you can do to prevent gum disease.  Most children will need help flossing until they are about 8 to 10 years old.
Niagara Region Public Health has two programs to assist children and youth with no insurance in getting the dental health care they need.  For more information please call the Public Health Dental Program at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7399.

 Junior Basketball Teams 
The Junior Basketball Teams have played two of their four games of this season. Both  teams are commended for displaying a great deal of enthusiasm and positive team spirit! We would like to send a big thank you to parents for supporting the teams and our volunteer drivers for helping to ensure we can travel to other schools to play. 
The members of the Junior Girls’ Team are: 

 Mylea B., Nina C, Julie D., Darriane J., Marlee L., Erin M., Oktavia N., Angela P., Brooke R., Riley S.,        Jessica T., Serena W.
Coaches: Mrs. Pj Chambers & Mr. Shanks
The members of the Junior Boys’ Team are:
Adam, Ethan, Dakota, Elijah, Paul, Tyler, Andrew, Jacob, Hayden, Thomas, Ethan, Trevor and John.

Coach: Mrs. Holtby, 
[image: image2.jpg]oy

DSEN EDUCATION WEEK APRIL 1159 2011





The 2011 DSBN Education Week Theme is “Celebrating Community Partnerships”. From parent volunteers who assist in classrooms to agencies who coordinate a variety of programs including breakfast programs and after school activities to corporate partners who sponsor scholarships and so much more, our community partners complement the work of our schools to support student success. 
We want to take this time to thank you, our community partners, for everything you do to help support our students and our school. 

Working together, we make a difference. And that is truly Achieving Success Together!
HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME!

Ideas to help you help your child in Language, Math & More! 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Communication Matters
Smart Talk from your Board Speech-Language Pathologists

 Use TV as a Language - Learning Tool
According to the U.S. Department of Education (2005), by the time children begin Kindergarten, they have watched about 4,000 hours of television! The statistics for Canadian children are comparable. With this in mind, it is important to help children get the most out of their TV watching time. 

- Choose programs that are appropriate for your child’s age. Remember, children often imitate what they see on TV.

- Select programs that are about what your children are learning in class. This will reinforce learning and/or provide them with background knowledge that will help them to learn. If the information is on TV, it must be important!  

- After selecting appropriate programs, let children decide which ones they may want to watch. Turn on the TV when the program starts. Turn it off when the program is over.

- When possible, watch TV with your children. Have them tell you when they hear a new word. Tell them what the word means or look it up in the dictionary together. Make a list of these words and encourage family members to use them during dinner or when riding in the car.

- Leave the room briefly during the program and ask your children to ‘fill you in’ when you return. Can they clearly provide this information? If, not, ask them questions about what you missed to help them identify the important details.

- Sometimes, watch TV as a family just to relax. Talk about what you are watching and why you like or dislike the show, the characters, etc.

Remember, balance watching TV with other enjoyable activities. Some experts recommend that children limit their TV watching to 2 hours or less each day. 

Non Fiction Reading at Home

Literacy development requires a partnership between home and school and community.  Since nonfiction text is one of the most effective tools for developing reading skills, it is essential that children have ample opportunities at school, in the community and at home to read a variety of nonfiction texts.

When reading nonfiction texts, here are some ways families can build literacy skills.

Tip #1 Help your child understand what he or she reads using comprehension strategies such as:

· Asking questions while reading to help your child provide detail and to organize thoughts

· Determining important points from interesting details

· Making connections to things he or she already knows


· Reading “between the lines” and

· Discovering meaning that is not stated outright

 

Tip # 2 Talk with your child by:

· Having your child retell the main parts of the text
· Encouraging him or her to express and justify opinions and
· Showing interest in what your child is saying by being a good listener
Using Manipulatives in the Mathematics Classroom

Math toys for learning

“Students who make their own models of mathematical ideas gain a powerful means of building understanding and explaining their thinking to others” A Guide to Effective Instruction in Mathematics

Manipulatives: 

∑ Make students’ mathematical thinking visible, so that everyone can see it, talk about it and learn it

∑ provide a context for developing mathematical concepts

∑ help students explore, think about and talk about mathematics

∑ help students make connections between concepts and symbols

∑ help students talk about the math with the result that teachers have a basis for assessing understanding.
Mrs. A. Grieve, Principal


Mr. P. Stephenson, Vice-Principal





























Movie Night


Friday, April 8, 2011


“Shrek Forever After”


Doors open 6:00pm


Movie Starts 6:30

















